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Letter from our Pastor 

In the second chapter of Habakkuk, the prophet hears a voice from God, telling him 
to write a vision. Here I prefer the language of the King James Version, “Write the 
vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.” For a long 
time, I assumed God meant that Habakkuk was to write the vision big enough that a 
runner who is passing by might read it. Indeed, this is what some translations sug-
gest. But the King James is getting at something different. It is saying, “write the vi-
sion so that it might inspire someone to run.” 
 

I like that.  
 

Out of excitement or urgency, the vision compels the people to move and act. This is 
what the best visions do, they don’t just describe the world, they inspire work to 
bring about a new world. God calls Habakkuk to write a vision that will build God’s 
reign on earth.  
 

Similarly, I believe God is calling the community of Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
to write a vision. Like Habakkuk, it ought to be a vision that is plain enough that 
those who read it are inspired to run. 
 

Overbrook Presbyterian Church has been in a long period of transition. That transi-
tion has allowed the church to focus its energy on sustaining the rich legacy of this 
amazing community. Churches, like the world, have seasons and OPC has been in a 
season of preparation. This preparation by the session and the congregation has been 
instrumental in placing the church in such a strong position to consider what the 
next vision might look like. Worship attendance is growing, congregational generos-
ity has been inspiring, and the Holy Spirit continues to blow through our doors. I am 
grateful that we have been prepared to meet the new season at OPC.  
 

So what is next? 
 

Truthfully, I don’t know, but I am confident that WE know. The most compelling 
and inspiring visions grow from amid the congregation. To this end, we have enlisted 
the aid of Ministry Architects, a consulting group that helps churches find their vi-
sion, to lead a  process that will clarify our direction and inspire our running. On Fri-
day, March 27th at 6:30pm, the church will gather to discuss and brainstorm our 
common future. The success of this process is directly related to gathering the largest 
possible group to this conversation. Childcare will be available. Snacks and dessert 
will be served. Members and friends of OPC alike are invited.  
 

Come and be a part of the future we are writing together with God. Together we will 
begin building a vision that is so inspiring people are sent running with joy and ex-
citement.  
 
-Adam 
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Worship & Music 

CHILDREN/YOUTH TO PRESENT THE TALE OF THE THREE TREES IN MARCH 
SINGERS INVITED! 

 
On Sunday, March 29, the Overbrook Junior Choir will present the chancel drama The Tale of the Three Trees.  Based on an 
American folk story, this wonderful tale is a perfect message for the season of Lent. 
 
The Choir and its directors, Chris Gage and volunteer Marcia Sommers, are inviting all children and youth in grades 2-7 
to get involved in this production. Because this is a very busy time of year, we will offer opportunities for practice differ-
ent from the usual Junior Choir schedule. Some Monday evening rehearsals will remain, but we have added Sunday after-
noons as another option, according to the following schedule: 
 
Monday Rehearsals 
5:30-6:15 p.m. 
with dinner to follow 
January 13 
January 27 
February 10 
February 24 
March 9 
March 23 
 
Sunday Rehearsals 
12:00-12:45 p.m. 
January 19 
February 2 
February 16 
March 1 
March 15 
 
Dress Rehearsal 
Saturday, March 28 
10:00 a.m.-noon 
 

We could also use some adult help getting our simple props together for the show. If you are able to assist, or if you 
would like to sign your child up for this production, please contact Chris Gage (music@overbrookpresb.org). Thank 
you! 

 

Lenten Worship 2020 
 

Overbrook will observe the beginning of the Lenten season on February 26, with the 7:00 PM 
Ash Wednesday Service.  Adam will lead the worship which will include the imposition of 
ashes. Midweek Lenten study and reflection opportunities will continue for five Wednesdays 
throughout Lent, beginning with a simple soup supper at 6:30 PM, and followed by study and 
conversation.  Please reserve the following dates and times: 
 
 February 26, Ash Wednesday Service  7:00 PM in the Sanctuary   
 March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1:  6:30 PM Lenten soup supper and study 



Congregational Life/Fellowship 
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Annual Congregational Meeting:  The Session announces that the Annual Meeting of the 
congregation and corporation of Overbrook Presbyterian Church will be held in the sanc-
tuary following worship on Sunday, February 9, 2020.   All business proper to a general 
meeting of our congregation will be addressed. 

The OPC book club will meet Monday, 
Feb. 3 at 7:30 at Elizabeth Cosgriff's 
house, 251 Linden Lane, Merion Station. 
We will discuss Under the Wide and Starry 
Sky, by Nancy Horan. All are welcome. 
The following meeting will be Monday, 
March 2, location TBD. We will discuss 
Maya's Notebook, by Isabel Allende." 

 

 

 

Urban Suburban Book Club next meet-

ing is Tuesday, January 21 at 7:00 p.m. at 

Overbrook Presbyterian Church. 

Our book for January is Endurance by Scott 

Kelly— 

This is a book club of diverse membership 

involving members of several Presbyteri-

an churches, including Overbrook.  All 

are welcome to attend.  For more infor-

mation, contact Alyce Marsh at 215-472-

7886. 

Fellowship Hour - The Congregational Life Committee invites you to FELLOWSHIP HOUR, formerly known as Coffee 
Hour. For many at Overbrook, this time with food and friends and welcoming of newcomers feels like an extension of wor-
ship. It's more than coffee! It's fellowship! So, we'll celebrate it that way going forward with a new name. With that being 
said, we are still in need of Fellowship Hour Hosts for the following Sundays: January  19 and 26, February 9 and 23. For 
more information or to volunteer, please contact Peggy Kaercher at kaerchm@gmail.com or via text at 484-429-4719 or Pat 
Ogundele at 610-668-1309., visit the sign up genius-  Fellowship Hour Sign Up  or sign up during Fellowship Hour in the 
binder located in the Wistar Morris Room. 

Chancel Flowers. If anyone is interested in dedicating in honor of or in memory of the Sunday Chancel 
Flowers please see the sign up binder in the Wistar Morris Room.  The cost of the flowers is $35.00.  The 
following dates are available January 19 and 26, February 2, 9, 16 and 23. 

R.P.M. Cafe: Thursday January 16, 11:30-1:30PM 
 
Let’s break the winter doldrums together! The R.P.M. (retired person's ministry) Cafe will be open for business on 
Thursday, January 16. Please join us in the Chapel for a choice of homemade soups, desserts and beverages. Feel free to 
bring a sandwich or salad to round out your meal. Fun and Fellowship will prevail as we engage in our first ever 
“Game Fest” following lunch. Bring your favorite game to share or select from the games we’ll have on hand - Scrabble, 
Chess, Checkers, Mexican Train, Pictionary, Taboo, Cards, Puzzles and more. If you’re not a game player, fear not, 
we’ll have a “Conversation Corner” for those who prefer to gather for a neighborly chat. 
 
Please RSVP to Nancy Elmore at nancylaingelmore@gmail.com or call/text Nancy at 610-639-2184. The RPM Cafe is a 
ministry of the Congregational Life committee; there is no cost to attend. 

http://tiny.cc/bg98hz
http://tiny.cc/bg98hz
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://3
mailto:nancylaingelmore@gmail.com
tel:(610)%20639-2184


Mission & Outreach  
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service 

Join us on Monday, January 20, 2020, from 9:00am to 12:00pm. We will have service pro-
jects to support our community that will include gun violence awareness, feeding members of 
our community who are in need, and sprucing up our church and neighborhood. There are 
projects for people of all ages and talents. Bring your friends for a morning of service. Here is a 
link to sign up for some of the projects: Martin Luther King Day of Service Sign Up  

 
Women’s Dining Circle 
Come celebrate the new year 2020 and the Chinese New Year 4717, The Year of the Rat, with the Women's Dining Cir-
cle on Friday evening, January 24th at 6:30.  We will gather at the home of Stephanie Kindt, 6392 Overbrook Avenue, 
Philadelphia (just 2 blocks from church). Look for an evite in your inbox and plan to join us on the 24th. If you would 
like to be added to the Evite list, contact Carol Rozmiarek at Carol@overbrookpresb.org. 
 

Feed My Starving Children – Hootenanny for Hunger 

Howdy partner! Help us kickoff our Feed My Starving Children campaign with an evening of dancing and eating. This 
is a fun evening of fellowship that is suitable for all ages. We have a square-dancing caller and the chili will be hot, so 
come hungry and bring your friends. Save the date for Saturday, February 15, 2020 from 5:30pm to 8:30pm. Watch 
your email and the church bulletin for additional details. 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

We meet on the 4th Sunday of each month. Please feel free to join us on Sunday, January 26, 2020 and Sunday, Febru-
ary 23 at 12:00 in the Chapel.  

Reflections on our Journey: 
As we walked through Advent this year we uncovered deep truths about ourselves, our corporate Christian lives, and 
the coming of the Christ child.  Kicking off the season was Advent wreath and chrismon making, where we learned how 
the signs and symbols of Advent could add context to our home liturgies. Later in the month we decked our halls with 
verdant greens and homemade ornaments —  symbols of our communal “preparing of a room”.  We also participated in 
and witnessed a most ancient style of worship, by bringing our local community through the miraculous events leading 
up to Christ’s birth in a manger — a pageant for all people. Finally, we also celebrated lots — singing praises, playing 
games, swapping gifts, and constructing gingerbread houses galore.   I pray that this Advent was transformative for all of 
us. As the light of Christ was brought into the world, so let it shine in our hearts and minds throughout this year.  
 

Turning Towards Epiphany: 
Epiphany is a liturgical season where we slowly uncover the beautiful and rich themes of the season. Like the waters of 
baptism that flowed over Christ, let us also be washed by His teachings and submersed in His miracles which continue 
to transform personkind in the present age.  
 

Sunday School in January 
Sessions will be held on: 1/12, 1/19, and 1/26. Please e-mail Anthony, Anthony@overbrookpresb.org, with any questions.  
 

Youth Ice Skating: all ages 
Saturday, January 25th: 1:45 PM — 3:15 PM @ Skatium, Havertown 
All children and youth are invited to join us for a Saturday afternoon ice-skate! The cost is $7.00 per skater and includes 
skate rentals.  All participants should arrive 20 mins early to acquire skates, and to be ready to go on the ice at 1:45. 
Please also be sure to wear long socks, layered clothing, gloves, and a helmet if you so require. RSVP by emailing Antho-
ny, Anthony@overbrookpresb.org or Sabrina, sjohnson227@gmail.com.  
 

Sunday School in February: 
Pre-Lenten sessions will be held on: 2/9, 2/16, and 2/23. Please e-mail Anthony with any questions.  

Christian Education 

http://tiny.cc/f9sgiz
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New Members 

On December 8, 2019, Overbrook Presbyterian Church welcomed three new members 
into our church family.  The newest members of our congregation:  Ann Elise Lind-
gren, Earl Lindgren and Emily Goedde.  Please take a few moments to learn a little 
more about them: 

Emily Goedde moved to the Philadelphia area, along with her husband Brian and kiddos Theo (11) and Lena (8), just 
over four years ago, so Brian could join the faculty at the Community College of Philadelphia. A couple of years later, 
deciding new challenges were in order, the family welcomed Frieda, now a full-fledged toddler, and then their dog, 
Coco, who still acts like a puppy despite no longer being one. They currently don’t need any more pets or babies. A 
native Michigander, Emily loves all things “winter, snow, and ice,” but her favorite city is Taipei, Taiwan (which ri-
vals Philly in mugginess), where she lived for several years studying Chinese. Emily has a PhD in Comparative Litera-
ture from the University of Michigan, and when she’s not family-wrangling, she is a translator and college professor. 
Over the past year, the Overbrook community has been both welcoming and inspiring, and she is honored and excit-
ed to join today. 

 Ann-Elise Lindgren is the daughter of a Swedish immigrant father and a Swedish-American mother. She grew up in a 
small town in Connecticut in a Swedish pietistic church denomination. She has a degree in English Literature and a 
Nursing degree from Swedish Covenant Hospital in Chicago. She met her husband, Earl, in Chicago and they had 
three children—Kristin Ann, an English professor at Haverford College; Sonja Beth, a psychotherapist in Wayne; 
and Hans Karl, a truly kind and gifted person who died at age 32 after a long struggle with schizophrenia. Ann Elise 
has been a school nurse, stay-at-home mom, church school superintendent, tutor in Special Education, office manag-
er in Earl’s architectural firm, nanny, post-partum doula, and caregiver. A highlight of her life with Earl is the mis-
sion trip they took to Guatemala in 2003, where they enjoyed the reciprocal experience of ministering to the Guate-
malans and being ministered to in return. Ann Elise believes Overbrook Presbyterian Church is the right place for 
her. She appreciates the inter-generational, inter-ethnic aspects and the overall sense of warmth and goodness pre-
sent here. 

 Earl Lindgren was born in Chicago, the youngest of six, to a Swedish immigrant father and a Swedish-American 
mother who spoke no English until she started grade school in 1898. Like his wife, Ann Elise, he grew up in a Swe-
dish pietistic church community, and they are still members today. Earl earned a degree in Architectural Engineering 
from the University of Illinois in 1956, and he started his own architectural firm in Connecticut in 1967. The firm had 
two building design specialties: churches and facilities for behaviorally and emotionally disturbed children. It won 
two national design awards—one for a church, the other for a continuing care retirement community. Playing tennis 
and spending time in the natural world have been lifelong enjoyments for Earl. A highlight of his life with Ann Elise 
was a 7-week, 12,000-mile cross-country trip they took with their three children in 1971, camping in several national 
parks. He and Ann Elise moved to the Philadelphia area a year ago to be close to their daughters’ families. Now he 
looks forward to being a part of this vibrant church community.   

Pre-MLK Youth Fellowship:  
January 19th @ 12:00 PM 
Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us after services on January 19th, where we will eat a light lunch together, chat 
about life, play some games, and prepare for service on MLK Day. Please let Anthony know if your child plans on attend-
ing by emailing him at: anthony@overbrookpresb.org 
 
MLK Day of Service:  
January 20th @ 8:30 AM 
All children and youth are invited to participate in a day of tremendous service. Together, with adults, our young people 
will participate in a variety of outreach projects and initiatives which serve both OPC, and the wider Overbrook Com-
munity. Older youth are invited to participate as leaders throughout the day, and to help our congregants and new com-
ers alike. Older Youth will receive three (3) community service hours for participation.  
 
 

Christian Education (Cont’d)) 

mailto:anthony@overbrookpresb.org
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Mission and Outreach  

 

Sunday, January 12  

12:00 pm-Deacons Meeting 

12:00 pm-Christian Education Committee 
 

Tuesday, January  14 

7:00 pm-Session 
 

Wednesday, January 15 

5:00 pm-Property Committee 
 

Thursday, January 16 

11:30 am-RPM Cafe 
   

Monday, January  20 

9:00 am-Martin Luther King Day of Service 
 

Sunday, January 26     

12:00 pm-Mission & Outreach Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February  1     

8:00 am-Men’s Group-Chapel 
 

Sunday, February 2 

12:00 pm-New Members Committee 
 

Tuesday, February  4 

7:00 pm-Finance  
 

Sunday, February 9  

11:30 am-Annual Congregation Meeting 

12:00 pm-Deacons Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 11 

7:00 pm-Session 
 

Saturday, February 15 

6:00 pm-Hootenanny for Hunger 
 

Sunday, February 16 

12:00 pm-Christian Education Committee 
 

Wednesday, February 19 

5:00 pm-Property Committee 
 

Thursday, February 20 

11:30 am-RPM Cafe 
 

Sunday, February 23     

12:00 pm-Mission & Outreach Committee 
 

Wednesday, February 26 

7:00 pm—Lenten Bible Study 

January/February Events 

Weekday Happenings: 
Every Sunday 

9:15 am-Adult Christian Education  
10:30 am-Worship 
11:30 am-Coffee Hour 

Every Monday-Jr. Choir Rehearsal—5:15 pm  followed by dinner 
Every Wednesday –10:00 am –Adult Bible Study 
Every Thursday-6:15 pm-Handbell Rehearsal 
          7:30 pm-Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Community Support Group Meetings @ OPC 
 Every Sunday beginning at 8:00 pm—AA (Wistar 

Morris Room) and Al-Anon (Chapel) 
 Every Monday beginning at 8:00 pm—Overeaters 

Anonymous (Chapel) 
 Every Tuesday beginning at 7:30 pm-Nar-Anon 
 Every Wednesday beginning 8:00 pm AA-Chapel 



Deacons 

Prayer List 

 The Wistar family on the death of Veronica 
Wistar.  Veronica was a faithful member of the 
weekday bible study, many years ago and was a 
school teacher at OPK for 20 years.   
Bill Long, Eric Long’s father, cancer has returned. 
Ginny Leagans’ daughter in law has recurring neck 

pain. 
Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, continuing treatment 

for cancer.  Recent blood work results were 
postitive. 
Margaret Cosgriff is recovering from leg surgery. 
We offer unspoken prayers for Peggy Garrett and 

Eric Kelner. 
Katie Kupstas’s father responded well to treatment 

for stage 4 lung cancer. The tumor has shrunk. 
Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, will 

continue chemotherapy until mid-February. She is 
diagnosed with a rare form of sarcoma that has 
spread to her liver.  
John Nathaniel is back in PT/OT. 
Margaret Young’s son Keith’s chemotherapy is 

finished, and he awaits surgery on January 13. 
Diane, Laurie Geers’s sister, has responded very 

well to her chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer. 
The tumors have shrunk.  
Julie Hearlson, Adam’s stepmother, has completed 

her chemotherapy and her tests have come back 
clear of cancer. Praise God. 
Ed Harvey is still facing some multiple health 

challenges. He is grateful for all the prayers. 
Erin Harris, 39-year-old friend of the Taussig-Lux 

family, has started hospice care. 
Ellen Burr is experiencing ongoing medical 

concerns. 
 

Please contact Terri Hunter to add names to the prayer list. 
Terri can be reached by email (teresahunter42@gmail.com). 

You can also leave a message with the Church Office  

Happy January (Belated) Birthdays 

Happy February Birthdays 

2/2 Sean Whalen  2/20 Aiyana Long 

2/6 Marissa Phan  2/22 Charles Brown 

 Asa Hausmann  2/24 Max Hunter 

2/10 Amos Paul  2/25 Sam Wong 

2/15 Estalene Ferrillo  Margaret Young 

 Jim Vagnoni  2/27 Sabrina Johnson  

2/16 Katie Kupstas  2/29 Tom Lank  

 Evelyn Gorman   Katie Ziemba 

2/17 Jill Van Rawley 

2/19 Danielle Long 
 

Page 7 Overbrook Presbyterian Church 

1/2 Raelyn Harman  1/23 William BK Kothari 

 Jan Lovely  1/26 Kempley Bryant 

 Gordon Mayne  1/27 Mike Rottinger 

1/3 Victor Pompa   Andrea Gosfield 

1/7 Brad Biedermann  1/28 Zubin Fiorillo 

1/8 Elienne Sainthilaire 1/29 Robert May  

 Ellie von Andreae 1/30 Phyllis Jackson   

1/10 Gretchen Boger   1/31 Cheryl Davis 

1/17 Tara von Andreae   Suchita Fiorillo 

1/20 Terri Hunter   

1/22 Iris Fairfax 

 
Thanks to Angie Goodall and Mike Rottinger 
as they complete their terms as deacons.   
 
 
 
A hearty welcome to Bob Kaercher and Bill 
Baker as they begin their terms as new 
deacons. 

mailto:swny62@aol.com
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ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

At the called congregational meeting on December 15, 2019, members elected the following individuals to these respec-
tive offices. Individuals may be elected to a second consecutive three-year term (indicated by **). 
 
ELDERS - (Class of 2022) 
Elizabeth Cosgriff, Robert Harden Jr.,  Larry McGhee,  Deb Rottinger** and  Eileen Wiggins** 
 
DEACONS-(Class of 2022) 
Bill Baker, Artia Benjamin**, Suchita Fiorillo**, Bob Kaercher, Nickie Stokes** 
 
We would like to thank the following people for the commitment and their service as elders/deacons to Overbrook 
Presbyterian Church  
 
Retiring Elders: 
Jeff Bowker for his service for two consecutive terms. 
Raelyn Harman for her service for two consecutive terms. 
 

Retiring Deacons 
Angie Goodall for her service of two consecutive terms. 
Mike Rottinger for his service of two consecutive terms.   


